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Mr Doug Darlington

Secretary

The Entrance Peninsula Community Precinct Committee
63 Stella Street

LONG JETTY NSW 2261

Dear Mr Darlington

Thank you for your letter of 12 March 2012 to the Minister for Primary Industries, regarding the
Committee’s concerns about commercial fishing within Tuggerah Lakes. The Minister has
asked that | respond on her behalf.

Firstly, let me assure you that the NSW Government is committed to a. viable and
sustainable commercial fishing industry that supplies the community with fresh local
seafood. We are also committed to providing enhanced recreational fishing opportunities.

The use of nets by commercial fishers in the waters of Tuggerah Lakes forms part -of
Region 4 of the Estuary General fishery. Region 4 includes waters from the Manning River
in the north all the way to Tuggerah Lakes (inclusive) in the south.

Concerns about declining fish stocks in Tuggerah Lakes do not appear to be supported by
the available data. The fisheries resources of NSW are closely monitored, including an
annual assessment of all available scientific studies and catch and effort data for the
primary species (see below for useful internet links to relevant information about the
resource assessment process and species status reports). I'm pleased to report that the
vast majority of the key species commercially harvested in Tuggerah Lakes, such as sea
mullet, prawns, luderick, yellowfin bream, dusky flathead and sand whiting are scientifically
assessed as being fully (i.e. sustainably) fished. Of the few species caught in Tuggerah
Lakes by commercial and recreational fishers that are classified as 'overfished', species
recovery programs are either in place or planned to rebuild those stocks.

A Framework for the Assessment of Harvested Fish Resources in NSW.:
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0015/140307/part1-framework-for-the-
assessment-of-harvested-fish-resources. pdf

Status of Fisheries Resources in NSW report:
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/research/areas/systems-research/wild-fisheries/outputs/2010/1797

As requested, | have attached a copy of the available commercial catch and effort data for
Tuggerah Lakes. The data shows a long term trend of stable overall catches, despite the
number of fishers operating in the estuary being almost half of what it was some 20 years
ago. The individual species information shows no concerning trends, noting that the
volatility of mud crab catches over the years is expected in an estuary located at the edge
of the stock's distributional range.
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While some bycatch is inevitable in the process of fishing (commercial and recreational),
commercial fishing nets are largely selective in the species and size of fish caught, and are
not indiscriminate in their operation. This has been demonstrated by many research
projects completed over the years, and many of the current gear specific regulations have
been imposed on the basis of the research findings.

NSW fisheries are managed using a broad range of controls such as limits on the numbers
of fishers who can participate, fishing gear specifications, as well as spatial and temporal
closures. NSW fisheries have undergone comprehensive environmental impact
assessment, meeting the requirements of NSW and Commonwealth law, and these
management arrangements help ensure that harvests are sustainable.

The resultant management plans and strategies outline the restrictions that assist the long-
term sustainability of the State’s fisheries resources. Further information is available on the
NSW Primary Industries website at: www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/ffisheries/commercial/ea

The fisheries strategies, plans, rules and regulations are monitored and enforced by Fisheries
NSW Compliance Officers who spend a great deal of their time on active patrol. Fisheries
Officers monitor commercial fishing activities, recreational fishing activities and potential
breaches of the laws relating to the protection of important fish habitats. Tuggerah Lakes, like
other estuaries and ocean waters are subject to targeted patrols on a routine basis.

| can also inform you about a major commercial fisheries review and reform process that has
been underway and was recently announced by the Minister for Primary Industries. The
program will fundamentally change the structure and way we manage commercial fisheries
over the coming years, including the setting of Total Allowable Catch or Total Allowable Effort
levels across every available share class. This program will address some community
concerns relating to the number of commerecial fishing licences issued in NSW. For further
information, including a full copy of the review report, please see:
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fisheries/commercial/reform/review

In May 2002, 30 areas along the NSW coast, including Lake Macquarie situated to the
north of Tuggerah Lakes, became recreational fishing havens to improve recreational
fishing opportunities. These havens were one of the first major initiatives to be funded by
the NSW recreational fishing licence.

There are no immediate plans to create additional recreational fishing havens or change
fishing arrangements in the existing havens. However, the Minister will consider any
proposals regarding adjustments or the creation of additional fishing havens, such as
Pittwater, on a case-by-case basis. Changes will only be made where there is strong
consensus between local recreational and commercial fishers to do so.

| trust this response has answered your queries. Please do not hesitate to contact Andrew
Goulstone, Director, Commercial Fisheries, on (02) 6648 3925 if you wish to discuss this
matter further.

Yours sincerely

c M —
off Allan
Executive Director, Fisheries NSW
27 June 2012
Encl.
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NSW Commercial Landings from Tuggerah Lakes
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NSW commercial landings from the Tugg'gjggh lakes system 1944/45 to 2008/09
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 Tuggerah Lakes - commercial fishing data (next 12 species)
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Tuggerah Lakes - cnmmemlnl'ﬂn_h_lgg data (top 11 species)
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Source: N3W OF ComCatch data. Nobes:

1. Mo raliable infarmation s availatde on recrealional take from Tuggerah Lakes. Estimates for state-wide recraational catch of many estuaring finfish excesd the sommercial caleh,
2. Commarcial wild harvest landinge and activily is not a direct indiceter of abundance, as it is subject o numerows environmertal, economic, social and legalative factors

3. Commercial catch and «ffort data beyond 200804 is not evailable to be relessed yet as this date i undergaing validetion



